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Dear Teacher/Facilitator,

Welcome to Generous Students! This program is designed to transform the culture of your classroom by 
building hearts of Generosity in your students and providing practical tools for living a generous life.

Using The 7 Ways of Living Generously framework, you will discover a new language and approach that 
can be integrated into the daily rhythm of your classroom. Generous Students will impact discipleship, 
classroom management, and relationship building in a positive way.

Generous Students is designed by Christian educators for Christian educators. Our goal is to provide the 
perfect blend of biblically based Social Emotional Learning (SEL), Christian character development, and 
high-quality learning materials. This program will enhance your Bible curriculum and support your school’s 
core values.

Generous Students establishes clear expectations and standards for the way students treat one another 
while inviting parents/guardians to be part of the learning experience.

Generous Students will build a connected culture in your classroom. Students use their Generous Thoughts, 
Words, Time, Attention, Influence, Money, and Belongings to see and love others well. Our hope is that 
your classroom culture will shift and be transformed into an authentic community of Generosity. And we 
believe that you will be transformed as well!

Thank you for partnering with us to train up the next generation of givers! If you need support, please 
email our school partnership team at teachersupport@generousclassroom.com.

We’re excited to have you with us on this tour. We’re deeply grateful for your partnership.

— THE GENEROUS CLASSROOM TEAM

Generous Students™ are —  
joyful, purposeful, kind,  
grateful world-changers! 
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TEACHER TALK
All text shown in bold is provided as a teacher script. While this is a guide for easy implementation, you 
are welcome to go off the script. We encourage you to speak authentically from your personal experience.

TOUR STOPS AT A GLANCE
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY engages students with a powerful narrative. Narratives have the unique 

ability to captivate an audience, create an emotional connection between the character and readers, and 
tell an amazing story. In this section, students will watch an engaging film that demonstrates how God 
uses Generosity to impact the world.  

•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD reminds students they can invite God’s Word to shape their lives. Learning 
about God’s Truth builds a solid foundation of hope and truth in students’ lives. It is the ultimate guide 
for leading a generous and transformed life. Scriptures have been carefully selected by the team at 
Generous Classroom. They are intentionally connected to each of The 7 Ways with engaging activities 
and real-life practical applications. 

•	 VENTURE TOGETHER shows students how God designed us to live and grow in community! Before 
stepping out individually, students will grow in their Generosity journey together. Students will participate 
in collaborative learning activities that create connection, communication, and deeper understanding 
along each stop of THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR.

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY closes each TOUR STOP with an invitation and opportunity to independently 
explore the world of Generosity. Students are challenged to step out of their comfort zone and put their 
learning into action immediately.

START WITH GRATITUDE 
At Generous Students, we believe a grateful heart is the best place to start. Each adventure begins with a 
written GRATITUDE JOURNAL exercise. This allows students to experience the benefits of writing down 
what they are thankful for while building a habit of gratitude.

EXTRA STOP
Each of The 7 Ways of Living Generously could be studied for weeks. You’ll find that rich classroom 
discussions are hard to stop because students are so inspired! This is why we provide an option that allows 
you to take each TOUR STOP a little further. Each EXTRA STOP is designed to give you quick and easy 
ways to continue the conversation and learning — especially when your class is extra passionate about a 
particular way of living generously.

SEL & COMMON CORE 
GENEROUS STUDENTS: THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR aligns with Social Emotional Learning competencies 
and also aligns with Common Core standards. See the Lesson Extensions in the Teacher Portal for 
standards alignment and enrichment activities for TOUR STOPS #1-#10.

PARENT ENGAGEMENT 
THE TOUR GUIDE: A VIP Pass to Generous Students™ includes take-home pages located in the Teacher 
Portal. This resource is ideal for connecting with parents and giving them a tool to reinforce and practice 
The 7 Ways of Living Generously. These pages include ideas for continuing the Generosity conversation 
outside of school. Partnership with parents can transform families and bring a generous heart into the 
home. 
 

TEACHER GUIDE OVERVIEW TEACHER GUIDE OVERVIEW
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DISTRIBUTE/COLLECT ITEMS

START WITH GRATITUDE! TEACHER SHOUT OUT

TEACHER TIP

EXTRA STOP

STUDENT BOOKLET

STUDENT ACTIVITY

CLASS GAME/ACTIVITY

TEACHER MODELSPARTNER ACTIVITYCLASS DISCUSSION /  
STUDENT RESPONSE

TEACHER GUIDE OVERVIEW

MATERIALS
The majority of this program is low to no prep, but there are some items needed throughout the lessons to create 
a hands-on experience for your students. You will find a section that lists all of the materials needed in each lesson.

ICON GUIDE 
Look for these icons throughout the Teacher Guide for tips and transitions: 
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TOUR STOPS AT A GLANCE

TOUR STOP #1: WHAT IS GENEROSITY?		  Page 1
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How can I be generous?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can give, share, and show I care without expecting anything in return.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Go on a Generous Quest to find out what classmates know about 

Generosity. Watch and discuss the film What is Generosity? Define Generosity.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read and interpret Ephesians 3:20-21. Complete a personal Immeasurable 

Generosity reflection.
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Work in Wild Dream Teams to identify big opportunities for Generosity 

around the campus.
•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Choose one of the ideas to execute together as a class and 

immediately experience how to give, share, and show care for others.
•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Gratitude.

TOUR STOP #2: GENEROUS THOUGHTS		  Page 12
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What are Generous Thoughts and how can they help guide my mindset?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Thoughts and use them to choose a growth mindset. 
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch I Like Bike. and discuss how fear and hesitation can get in the way 

of Generosity. Complete the Hold Back Feedback activity to address the mom’s hesitations/fears and 
the Consider Your Thoughts activity to address personal hesitations/fears.

•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read 2 Timothy 1:7 and reflect on how a sound mind without a spirit of fear 
results in a generous growth mindset. Read Bible verses that speak directly to common fears and 
identify Bible verses that can help replace personal fears with truth and possibility.

•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Reflect on how the Holy Spirit nudges our hearts to be generous. Work with 
partners to develop a persuasive pep talk — helping students step out of their comfort zone and 
choose sound mind possibilities over fearful falsehoods. 

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Recognize a recent nudge to be generous and complete the 
Generosity Is Worth It! questionnaire. Write a personal pep talk, then turn the nudge into action.

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Empathy.

TOUR STOP #3: GENEROUS WORDS	 Page 22
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: What are Generous Words and how can I use them to build relationships? 
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Words and use them to build healthy relationships. 
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch the Generous Words film and discuss why people use Generous 

Words and/or words that tear others down. Write Generous Words to someone.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read Ephesians 4:29, 31-32 and identify Paul’s do’s and don’ts for the way 

we speak to others. Work in groups for Forgive Me in Three! Skits. 
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Work in small groups to experience the words “I’m sorry” and “I forgive you” 

in the Builder/Bulldozer activity, reflecting on passages from Ephesians in a journal entry.
•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Whole-class Generosity experience with Generous Words Blast at school.
•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Encouragement.

TOUR STOP #4: GENEROUS MONEY	 Page 34
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How can I be generous with my money?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define what Generous Money is and choose to give with joy.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch I Like Car. Do What-If Walkabouts activity. Discuss joyful and 

challenging giving.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Analyze photos. Discuss and evaluate Proverbs 11:24-25. Create an 

advertisement for Refreshing Generosity.iv



TOUR STOPS AT A GLANCE

TOUR STOP #5: GENEROUS TIME	 Page 49
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How does time management allow me to be generous?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Time and start to balance my time so that I can serve others.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Complete the What Time is It? Activity to identify the people who give 

their time to support, help, and meet students’ daily needs. Watch I Like Being 98. Fill out Evelyn’s 
Words of Wisdom page and discuss.

•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read Colosians 4:5 and 3:23. Begin a conversation about valuing time with time 
management and Generosity. Complete Prime Time or Time Crime? group activity and personal reflection.

•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Complete PRO To Grow activity to experience tools for balancing time: diligence, 
being proactive, setting priorities, making sacrifices, developing a to-do list, and delayed gratification.

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Apply time management skills and arrange a personal weekly schedule 
that includes Generous Time goals on the Use My Time With Others in Mind! weekly calendar.

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Awareness and persistence.

TOUR STOP #6: GENEROUS INFLUENCE	 Page 63
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How can I be a generous influence to those around me?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Influence and choose to respond to opportunities for 

Generosity, while setting an example that motivates and inspires others.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Reflect on personal experience with Generous Influence, Unpack the 

meaning of motivation and inspiration, Watch I Like Teachers and observe/discuss the power of a 
Generous Influence Ripple Effect. Invitation to “Be the reason why others give Generosity a try.”

•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read Matthew 5:16 NIV and sketch a personal interpretation of this verse. 
Invitation to “Be the reason why others give God a try.”

•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Reflect on I Like Teachers, analyze the cause and effect of Generous 
Influence to complete a Ripple Effect Puzzle.

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Identify specific choices that can affect others in various places around 
the school campus, then choose one and take the lead with a Generous Influence.

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Service.

TOUR STOP #7: GENEROUS ATTENTION	 Page 75
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How do I give Generous Attention to those around me?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Attention and identify opportunities to be fully present.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch Honor One Another. Define Generous Attention. Discuss the word 

honor and complete the Generous Attention Around Town activity to take a deeper look at the way 
we can honor those in our community. 

•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read Romans 12:10 and discuss the importance of the words honor and 
respect. Rewrite the verse using the synonyms in the God’s Word-What I Heard activity. 

•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Collaborate with a classmate to create a skit to learn how to honor those in 
the community in the Honor Me In Three activity. 

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Discuss ways to honor the school community with Generous Attention 
in the Honor One Another Classroom Unity Activity. 

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Honor.

TOUR STOP #4: GENEROUS MONEY (CONTINUED)	 Page 34
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Participate in a debate on Team Hold-On or Team Give-It-Away. Complete 

Generous Money Debate Plan and Reflection.
•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Conduct an interview with a personal friend or family member to discuss 

Generous Money.
•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Invest and sacrifice.
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TOUR STOPS AT A GLANCE

TOUR STOP #9: GENEROUS GOD		  Page 99
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How is God generous with His grace?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I understand that God is generous through His saving grace and that I am 

forgiven and loved.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Read The Parable of the Lost Sheep and complete a Story Map. 

Personalize the scripture in the Lost and Found activity, and write a prayer of thanksgiving to God.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read John 3:16. Reflect on a personal experience of receiving God’s 

generous grace and forgiveness.
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Design a Generous God Wordless Bookmark that tells the message of 

salvation through Jesus.
•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Using the Generous God Bookmark, share the story of God’s grace and 

forgiveness with a family member.
•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Belief and hope.

TOUR STOP #10: WHY GENEROSITY?		  Page 109
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: Why should I live generously?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can choose a generous life because I was created by a generous God. 
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch Students, You Can Be Generous! Reflect on what Generosity 

means and why Generosity matters.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read 2 Corinthians 9:10. Complete the Scripture to Picture activity.
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Create a Join the Tour! Commercial for The LIVE TO GIVE TOUR and  

The 7 Ways of Living Generously. Show why Generosity is worthwhile and why others should come 
along and learn more about it.

•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Present Join the Tour! commercials and celebrate the completion of 
GENEROUS STUDENTS: THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR!

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Gratitude and Generosity.

TOUR STOP #8: GENEROUS BELONGINGS	 Page 87
•	 ESSENTIAL QUESTION: How can I identify an opportunity to give and share my belongings?
•	 LEARNING TARGET: I can define Generous Belongings and identify an opportunity to give or share 

without being asked.
•	 LEARN THROUGH STORY: Watch I Like Soccer Balls, Complete Generosity: The Way We Roll! outline 

to reflect on powerful quotes from the film about Generosity.
•	 INVITE GOD’S WORD: Read Proverbs 3:28 and design a graphic novel sequence that illustrates the 

Proverb in Give or Wait? Activity.
•	 VENTURE TOGETHER: Rewatch I Like Soccer Balls and look for other opportunities to give and share 

belongings in Noticing a Need activity, Reflect on Four Generous Thoughts Behind Generous Belongings.
•	 EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY: Use What Can I Give? activity to give students practice in identifying 

ways they can give and share in everyday situations. Introduce Give it Up Challenge and empower 
students to give and share ASAP.

•	 GENEROUS HABIT: Contentment.
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OVERVIEW

WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
TOUR STOP #1

TOUR STOP AT A GLANCE

ESSENTIAL QUESTION
How can I be generous?

LEARNING TARGET 
I can give, share, and show I care without expecting anything in return.
GENEROSITY 
To give, care, and show you care.
GENEROUS HABIT
•	 Gratitude.
OBJECTIVES 
Students will: 
•	 Build a habit of gratitude through writing. 
•	 Gather ideas from classmates about the meaning of Generosity.
•	 Watch What is Generosity? and define Generosity.
•	 Read Ephesians 3:20 and identify God’s power and glory within Generosity.
•	 Express personal giving dreams in the Immeasurable Generosity activity.
•	 Work collaboratively to identify opportunities for Generosity in various parts of the school.
•	 Implement a class-wide Generosity idea to experience Generosity in Action.
TEACHER PORTAL
Access the following TOUR STOP #1 materials:
•	 What is Generosity? film.
•	 What is Generosity? slide deck.
•	 TOUR GUIDE: A VIP Pass to Generous Students.

LESSON 1: LEARN THROUGH STORY
Go on a Generous Quest to find out what classmates know about Generosity. 
Watch and discuss the film What is Generosity? Define Generosity.
LESSON 2: INVITE GOD’S WORD 
Read and interpret Ephesians 3:20-21. Complete a personal Immeasurable 
Generosity reflection.

LESSON 3: VENTURE TOGETHER
Work in Wild Dream Teams to identify big opportunities for Generosity around 
the campus.

LESSON 4: EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY
Choose one of the ideas to execute together as a class and immediately 
experience how to give, share, and show care.

UPON COMPLETION
Send the TOUR GUIDE home. 

Find Common Core Standards, Social Emotional Learning Competencies, SEL Classroom 
Strategies, and Lesson Enrichment Activities in the Teacher Portal.

SEL

Self- 
Awareness

Social
Awareness

Relationship
Skills

Responsible
Decision-
Making

Self-
Management
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Welcome to Generous Students! We’ve prayed for you and are thrilled to partner with you in raising up a 
new generation of students who GIVE. One of the biggest misconceptions about Generosity is that it’s all 
about giving away money. You will quickly discover our goal and hope at Generous Students is for students to 
understand that Generosity is based on the truth of God’s Word. 

Generosity is a lifestyle and encourages a heart posture of readiness and willingness to give, share, and show 
you care. It’s about so much more than giving away money! 

Before you begin, it’s important to get a sense of what your students already know about Generosity. They 
may have journeyed with our Generosity Jungle friends in GENEROUS STUDENTS: THE ADVENTURE STARTS 
WITH ME! They would have met Jasper G the Generosity Giraffe and his fun animal friends who taught them 
about The 7 Ways — including the Generosity Cheer. Whether they’ve been part of the program before or 
this is their first time experiencing Generous Students, TOUR STOP #1 sets the stage for the rest of the tour. 

As you begin your discussion around the meaning of Generosity, keep in mind that student perspectives 
and backgrounds will vary based on their family culture, life experiences, and exposure. If students don’t 
know The 7 Ways of Living Generously yet, they will still be able to make personal connections when they 
learn about Generous Thoughts, Words, Time, Attention, Influence, Money, and Belongings. Be sure to draw 
their attention to these connections and highlight the moments when they demonstrate The 7 Ways in class 
without even realizing it!

Jot down a couple of words that come to mind when you think about the question you are about to ask your 
students: What is Generosity?

In this opening TOUR STOP, students are introduced to the definition of Generosity that we’ll use throughout 
the program — to give, share, and show you care without expecting anything in return. 

As your class digs into God’s Word — students will be reminded right from the start — that Generosity is best 
when it is God working through them. He gets all the credit! Students will take a look at Ephesians 3:20-
21. They will reflect on the scripture and imagine different ways God can use their Generosity for His glory. 
Students will see that when they want credit, seek approval, and look around to see who has noticed their 
Generosity, they’re not truly living a generous life. This scripture can set a foundation for your students to 
know and believe that giving is not about our agendas — it’s all about God’s goodness and glory.

Do you have dreams about how God could use your Generosity for His glory? 

Consider the people you know and care about. Think about the groups of people God has placed on your 
heart over the years.

If you could be generous in any possible way and all resources were available to you, what would you do 
to give?

TEACHER TOUR PREPARATION
Prepare Your Heart for the Journey Ahead
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TEACHER TOUR PREPARATION (CONTINUED)

Prepare Your Heart for the Journey Ahead

Your students will be asked these same questions in TOUR STOP #1, so take some time now to fill out your 
own Immeasurable Generosity page on page ____. We encourage you to share this personal piece of your 
Generosity journey with your students before they begin the activity. 

Modeling for your students and being vulnerable with them will bring The 7 Ways to life. It will not only serve 
as an example for the activity — but your personal stories and reflections will add depth and meaning to THE 
LIVE TO GIVE TOUR. Each time you share your own Generosity journey with your class it will enhance the 
program in ways that are unique to your classroom community.

Throughout the Generous Students program, students will have the opportunity to build a habit and attitude 
of gratitude. Every lesson begins with a START WITH GRATITUDE moment. Students turn to the Gratitude 
Journal at the end of their student booklet and write or draw three things they’re grateful for. When the 
power of the Holy Spirit is working in us and we are grateful for the life we’ve been given — it can propel us 
into generous living.

Each TOUR STOP highlights a Generous Habit that students can learn and put into practice. While heart 
change is the ultimate goal here, these habits provide an observable behavior students can practice regularly 
and repeatedly. We encourage you to emphasize the Generous Habits as you move through the program. 
The first Generous Habit is Gratitude. We want you to fill your classroom with gratitude as often as possible! 
The benefits of practicing gratitude are well worth the short amount of time it takes.

We believe that teaching THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR will be life-changing for you, the teacher, when you teach 
from the heart and mindset of being absolutely captivated by God’s Generosity. Hold on to that amazing love 
as you begin this classroom-transforming experience! 

Here are some things you can look forward to in TOUR STOP #1: WHAT IS GENEROSITY? 

Students will mix and mingle as they find out what their classmates know about Generosity and gratitude.

Your class will work together to come up with some wild ideas of Generosity that can make a difference on your 
campus, allowing your students to give, share, and show they care at the launch of THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR.

May you be blessed and amazed as you guide your students on this life-changing LIVE TO GIVE TOUR!
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

When it comes to Generosity, a grateful heart is the best place to begin. 
Each time we make a stop on THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, we’ll START WITH 
GRATITUDE by thinking of something or someone we are thankful for. 

Model how to complete the GRATITUDE JOURNAL with a 
personal entry.

Now it’s your turn! 

Who or what is something that you feel you couldn’t live without?
Who makes you feel known, loved, and important? 
What blessings has God put in your life that make you want to say, 
“Thank You”?

WELCOME! 

Have you ever taken a tour? Maybe you’ve toured a historical landmark 
like the Statue of Liberty or a national park. Maybe you’ve toured a new 
school or had the opportunity to take a behind-the-scenes tour at an 
amusement park. Odds are, you had a tour guide to help you navigate 
and learn along the way.

You are invited to join THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, where we’ll discover the 
wonder of giving, sharing, and caring.

The tour you are about to take is all about Generosity! We will be making 
10 amazing stops that reveal The 7 Ways of Living Generously and more. 
Each small act of Generosity you share has the power to make a big 
difference in someone’s life — from helping a friend with their homework 
to sharing a simple smile with a classmate.

We’ll learn that Generosity isn’t just about giving away money or stuff 
— it’s about giving with our thoughts, words, money, time, attention, 
influence, and belongings.

I will be your guide, as our class steps inside the world of Generosity. It’s 
a world that will transform your life and empower you to give, share, and 
show you care — each and every day. We will start each TOUR STOP by 
shifting into a grateful mindset. Gratitude will accompany us each step of 
the way. So let’s get started!

INTRODUCTION

GRATITUDE JOURNAL

LEARN THROUGH STORY
LESSON 1

Teacher Talk is in 
bold text throughout 

the TOUR STOP.

LESSON PREPARATION
•	Pass out student booklets and allow students to look through them.
•	Access What is Generosity? film.

INTRODUCTION     START WITH GRATITUDE &  
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

Studies show people who choose to think about what they’re thankful for 
and tell others about it are healthier and happier. Gratitude is worth it, so 
let’s make it a habit!

Direct students to complete their first GRATITUDE JOURNAL on the 
next available page in the back of their personal student booklet.

As we begin TOUR STOP #1 on THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, we will start 
with a quest. A quest is a search for something important and valuable. 
Today we’re on the search to find out the answer to this question: What 
is Generosity? You will be involved in the search and will share your 
findings! 

•	Have students find a partner. 
•	Direct them to pages 3-4 in their student booklet titled  

Generous Quest. 
•	Allow 5-10 minutes for the partners to ask each other the questions 

and fill out their Generous Quest log. 
•	You can have students record their classmates’ answers or the 

students can trade booklets to write their responses.
•	Once students have completed the Generous Quest with four 

different classmates, call on individuals to share some of the 
responses they got.

•	Write down keywords on the board that are related to Generosity.

Our Generous Quest gave us some interesting findings today. Let’s watch 
our first film on THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR and see what else we can find 
out about the meaning of Generosity!

Play the What is Generosity? film.

1.	 What stood out to you about the film?
2.	 What do you think gratitude has to do with Generosity?

Finally, have students turn to page 4 and fill out the definition of 
Generosity in their journal: To give, share, and show that you care.

GENEROUS QUEST

WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

LEARN THROUGH STORY
LESSON 1 (CONTINUED)

LEARN THROUGH STORY
INTRODUCTION    START WITH GRATITUDE

LESSON 1

 &  

After watching the What is Generosity? fi lm with your class, fi ll 
in the defi nition of Generosity below.

C

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
4INTRODUCTION     START WITH GRATITUDE &  

Play calming music for 
students to listen to 
during gratitude time.

Have them complete 
their GRATITUDE 
JOURNAL by writing 
down three things they 
are grateful for.

START WITH 
GRATITUDE!

LEARN THROUGH STORY
INTRODUCTION    START WITH GRATITUDE

LESSON 1

 &  
GENEROUS QUEST

As we begin The LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, you will begin with a 
Generous Quest to fi nd out the answer to this question: What 
is Generosity? Find a partner and ask your partner to tell you 
their answers to the following questions:

What is Generosity?
What are you thankful for?

Aim to get four different people from your classroom to 
answer your questions. Good luck on your Generous Quest!

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
3

5



TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

INVITE GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2

START WITH GRATITUDE!

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul wrote a letter to a group of 
Christians who lived in a town called Ephesus. He wanted to remind them 
of who they were in Christ and that He was working in and through them 
in a powerful way.

This letter that Paul wrote is now called the Book of Ephesians. We are 
going to start our LIVE TO GIVE TOUR by looking at Ephesians 3. Paul 
ends this chapter with a powerful prayer for the believers and a power-
filled praise to God — this is what it says:

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or 
imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, to him be glory 
in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and 
ever! Amen. 

— Ephesians 3:20-21

You may be thinking — What does Paul mean? So let’s break it down!

If something is immeasurable it simply means that it cannot be measured 
because it’s too big. Paul wants to remind the Ephesians how powerful 
Jesus is. Jesus’ ability to do amazing things is so HUGE that we can’t even 
imagine it!

When Paul says, “his power that is at work within us,” he wants the 
Ephesians to know that Jesus’ power is working in their hearts and minds 
to help them become more like Him. That’s not something we can do on 
our own or with our human strength!

“To him be the glory” means that Jesus gets all the credit, the praise, the 
worship, and the honor for all the good things the Ephesians have done. He 
gets all the praise, worship, and honor for all the good things we do, too!

CLASS DISCUSSION

1.	 What do you think about what this verse says now that we’ve 
unpacked the meaning a bit more?

2.	 Why do you think that Paul is sharing this power-filled praise with his 
friends in Ephesus?

EPHESIANS 3:20-21

LESSON PREPARATION
No preparation required.

TEACHER TIP:
Brainstorm some 
language, phrases, 
and ideas for students 
before they get started 
dreaming about ways 
that God can use them 
generously. Some 
prompts and questions 
to ask students as they 
begin: What have you 
always wanted to give, 
but never been able to? 
If you could be generous 
and money wasn’t an 
obstacle, what would 
you do? What people 
would you like to care 
for? Think big!

Play calming music for 
students to listen to 
during gratitude time.

Have them complete 
their GRATITUDE 
JOURNAL by writing 
down three things they 
are grateful for.

START WITH 
GRATITUDE!
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

The truth of Ephesians 3:20-21 is important for us to remember as we 
set out on THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR. As we learn The 7 Ways of Living 
Generously, we need to remember that Generosity is not all about us. 

When we live a generous life for God’s glory, it’s because God’s power 
is working in and through us — just like the believers in Ephesus! As 
Generous Students, we want to give, share, and show that we care 
without expecting anything in return. 

We will experience Generosity together and begin to make choices that 
demonstrate God’s love for others. As we grow, we will ask God to work 
in us in huge ways that we could never imagine! And we will give HIM all 
the credit and praise for the powerful impact HIS work has on the people 
around us.

When we open the door for Generosity, God will do more! 

Let’s take a few minutes to complete the What I Heard section in your 
student booklet on page 5.

Allow time for students to complete the What I Heard activity on  
page 5 in their student booklets.

Today you will ask and imagine how God can use YOUR Generosity for 
His glory. Turn to the Immeasurable Generosity template on page 6. 
Take some time to write, draw, doodle, or journal, to dream about ways 
God can use your life to give, share, and show care to others. And don’t 
forget — He can do immeasurably MORE than that!

Allow time for students to complete the Immeasurable Generosity 
activity on page 6 in their student booklets.

Wrap up the activity by providing time for students to pray quietly 
about something specific on their Immeasurable Generosity page. 
Close by praying over the class and their journey of Generosity.

If possible, post students’ work on a bulletin board in the classroom 
or hallway. This will help build excitement around what God can do 
when they open the door to His power at work in their lives!

INVITE GOD’S WORD

SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2 (CONTINUED)

INVITE GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2

IMMEASURABLE GENEROSITY
Write, draw, doodle, or journal, to dream about ways God can 
use your life to give, share, and show others you care.

What can I give?

Who can I care for?

What can I share?

God is…

What if….

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
6

REFLECT & RESPOND
Paul said that Jesus 
can do more than we 
can possibly imagine. 
Think about that for a 
moment. When you let 
your imagination go wild 
thinking about living 
generously and sharing 
your life with others, 
where do your dreams 
take you?

PAUSE & PRAY  
Dear Jesus, thank You for 
being our Generosity role 
model. You have shown us 
how to love and care for 
others without expecting 
anything in return. Help 
us to understand the 
importance of being kind 
and giving. Use us in 
huge ways that we can’t 
even begin to imagine. 
We want to be like You. 
Amen. 

INVITE GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2

What I Heard 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

— Ephesians 3:20-21

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
5
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

We recently imagined what God can do with our Generosity, when we 
open our hearts and lives to His power. Here’s another version of our 
verse from The Message:

God can do anything, you know — far more than you could ever imagine 
or guess or request in your wildest dreams! He does it not by pushing us 
around but by working within us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us. 
Glory to God in the church! Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus! Glory 
down all the generations! Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes!

— Ephesians 3:20-21 (MSG)

As a class, we’ve begun an adventure of sharing our lives with others. We 
will experience Generosity together in powerful ways. Now that you’ve 
done some dreaming about God’s power of Generosity in your own life, 
we’re going to do some wild dreaming together. Today, we’re going to 
imagine how God can use our class to put Generosity on display at our 
school. Keep in mind that whatever wild dreams we come up with are not 
even close to what God is able to do! 

•	 Divide the class into small groups called Wild Dream Teams.  

•	 Assign each group a unique part or group of people within the 
school. Students can write down their assignment on page 7 in 
the student booklet.

•	 Give teams 10 minutes to imagine, dream, and think of ways for 
the class to collaborate as they give, share, and show they care on 
campus. 

•	 Have them jot down their ideas on page 7 in the student booklet 
as they discuss possibilities. 

•	 After their teams have had enough time to identify 3-5 wild 
dreams, have each group come to the front of the class to share 
their ideas.

VENTURE TOGETHER
LESSON 3

DEEPER LEARNING IN COMMUNITY

WILD DREAM TEAMS

START WITH GRATITUDE!

LESSON PREPARATION
No preparation required.

Play calming music for 
students to listen to 
during gratitude time.

Have them complete 
their GRATITUDE 
JOURNAL by writing 
down three things they 
are grateful for.

START WITH 
GRATITUDE!

VENTURE TOGETHER
DEE PER LEARNING IN COMM UNITY

LESSON 3

God can do anything, you know — far more than you could 
ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams! 
He does it not by pushing us around but by working within 
us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us. Glory to God in the 
church! Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus! Glory down all 
the generations! Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes!

— Ephesians 3:20-21 (MSG)

WILD DREAM TEAMS

Our Team’s Assignment: 

Our Wildest Generosity Dreams:

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

Grouping ideas for the Wild Dream Teams: 
•	 Individual grade levels.
•	 Teachers and staff.
•	 Office.
•	 Parent Association.
•	 Pastors (if connected to a church).
•	 Campus buildings and facilities.
•	 Parking lot.
•	 Administration.
•	 Students in older/younger grades.
•	 Lunch tables.
•	 Instructional aides and/or outdoor aides.

If possible, keep these wild dreams posted and visible for your 
students as you progress through the program. Once you’ve 
completed TOUR STOP #10, review them as a class and find any 
areas where God’s power was indeed used for His glory!

VENTURE TOGETHER
LESSON 3 (CONTINUED)

DEEPER LEARNING IN COMMUNITY
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TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

EXPERIENCE GENEROSITY

LIVE IT OUT

LESSON 4

On THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, we’re not just going to learn what the Bible 
says about Generosity or work together to come up with generous ideas. 
We’re going to live this out and experience Generosity in action!

Lead the class through a discussion about what they can do as a 
class to give, share, and show they care at school. This can be as 
simple as cleaning up the blacktop after lunch or visiting the office to 
say “thank you.” It can also be a project that takes a little extra time 
to execute — teacher preference!

Once your students experience this Generosity in Action opportunity, 
hold a brief class discussion to allow for reflection. Students might 
feel uncomfortable if this is a new experience for them. Other 
students may be inspired and ready to check off everything from 
their Wild Dream Team list! 

Notice how your students respond so you can encourage them and 
pray for them as the TOUR continues.

START WITH GRATITUDE!

LESSON PREPARATION
•	 Have the TOUR GUIDE ready to be sent home.

Play calming music for 
students to listen to 
during gratitude time.

Have them complete 
their GRATITUDE 
JOURNAL by writing 
down three things they 
are grateful for.

START WITH 
GRATITUDE!

Travel Log
I learned:

I will remember:

Generosity =

8

Send home the TOUR GUIDE 
for TOUR STOP #1: WHAT IS 
GENEROSITY? This can be accessed 
in the Teacher Portal.

TOUR STOP TRAVEL LOG 
At the end of every TOUR STOP, students 
have the opportunity to log what they’ve 
learned. If time allows, direct students to 
complete this on page 8.

No page in 
the student 
booklet for 
this lesson.

Learn more about Generous Classroom™ at 
generousclassroom.com

Get inspiration, free downloads, and 
supplemental ideas by following us on 
social media @GenerousClassroom.

Generous Home: Bring Generosity home with these ideas!
• Begin using the word — Generosity — in your family’s daily conversations. You’ll fi nd that almost 

everything can be connected to The 7 Ways! 

• Remind your kids often that God is ABLE. Anything your child is facing can be written in the blank: In 
this challenge I’m facing, God is able to _______.

• Designate your Generous Student to be a leader in your family as he/she learns The 7 Ways of Living 
Generously. Ask questions and be curious about what your child is learning in this program. Provide 
opportunities to teach all of your family members about The 7 Ways. We guarantee you won’t regret it!

Generous Wisdom
Ephesians 3:20-21 — Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, 
according to his power that is at work within us, to him be the glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.

We open the door for Generosity and God will do more. He is able!

NOTES & IDEAS

THE TOUR GUIDE  •  A VIP PASS TO GENEROUS STUDENTS™

Welcome to Generous Students! Your student has joined THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR to learn about the world 
of Generosity. After each TOUR STOP, you’ll receive this TOUR GUIDE — to share what was taught and let 
you know how you can join in the life-changing journey of Generosity at home! 

Visit generousclassroom.com for more information!

TOUR STOP #1: WHAT IS GENEROSITY?

Generous Learning: A Glimpse Into the Tour

• A grateful heart is the best place to start, so we started a new habit of writing in a personal 
gratitude journal. 

• We went on a Generous Quest to learn what our classmates know about Generosity and to fi nd 
out what everyone is grateful for.

• We thought about our personal dreams for Generosity and talked about God’s power working in 
us while doing an activity called Immeasurable Generosity.

• We worked in Wild Dream Teams to think of ways to give, share, and show we care around our 
school campus. We chose one idea and worked together to make it happen. (Ask your Generous 
Student to tell you what they did!)

Generous Stories: Real-Life Stories of Generosity! 
• We watched a fi lm about everyday people’s perspectives on Generosity and gratitude. Gratitude 

is life-changing! What are you grateful for today?

Ask your Generous Student about our fi lm What is Generosity? Watch it as a family!  

Generous Conversations: Family Discussion Starters
• Who is a generous person in your life? What makes them generous?

• Generosity means to give, share, and show you care while expecting nothing in return. Which of 
those three parts of Generosity is the easiest for you? Which is the most challenging for you?

• What big dreams would we have about God working in us as a Generous Family If money, 
resources, and time were not an obstacle?

• How have you experienced God doing more than you could ask or imagine?

TEACHER TIP
Before this lesson, review 
all of the Wild Dream 
Team ideas from the prior 
lesson. Identify a couple 
of ideas that could be 
executed realistically. You 
might need to take the 
wildness out so that it’s 
practical and manageable, 
and that’s OK!
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NOTES & IDEAS
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Generous Students™ is filled with engaging 
films, tools for building habits of gratitude, 
rich stories, challenging reflections, and 
immediate opportunities to put The 7 Ways 
of Living Generously into practice.

Generous Students™ was created by the 
organization I Like Giving. I Like Giving 
exists to inspire the world to live generously. 
To learn more visit ilikegiving.com.

GENEROUSCLASSROOM.COM
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LEARN THROUGH STORY
INTRODUCTION    START WITH GRATITUDE

LESSON 1

 &  

Welcome!

Have you ever taken a tour? Maybe you’ve toured 
a historical landmark like the Statue of Liberty or a 
national park. Maybe you’ve toured a new school or had 
the opportunity to take a behind-the-scenes tour at an 
amusement park. Odds are, you had a tour guide to help 
you navigate and learn along the way.

You are invited to join THE LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, where 
we’ll discover the wonder of giving, sharing, and caring.

The tour you are about to take is all about Generosity! 
We will be making 10 amazing stops that reveal The 7 
Ways of Living Generously and more. Each small act 
of Generosity you share has the power to make a big 
difference in someone’s life — from helping a friend with 
their homework to sharing a simple smile with a classmate.

We’ll learn that Generosity isn’t just about giving away 
money or stuff — it’s about giving with our thoughts, 
words, money, time, attention, influence, and belongings.

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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LEARN THROUGH STORY
INTRODUCTION    START WITH GRATITUDE

LESSON 1

 &  
GENEROUS QUEST

As we begin The LIVE TO GIVE TOUR, you will begin with a 
Generous Quest to find out the answer to this question: What 
is Generosity? Find a partner and ask your partner to tell you 
their answers to the following questions:

What is Generosity?
What are you thankful for?

Aim to get four different people from your classroom to 
answer your questions. Good luck on your Generous Quest!

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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LEARN THROUGH STORY
INTRODUCTION    START WITH GRATITUDE

LESSON 1

 &  

After watching the What is Generosity? film with your class, fill 
in the definition of Generosity below.

C

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________

What is Generosity? _____________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

What are you thankful for?________________________________

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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INVITE GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2

What I Heard 

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all 
we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work 
within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

— Ephesians 3:20-21

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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INVITE GOD’S WORD
SCRIPTURE CONNECTION

LESSON 2

IMMEASURABLE GENEROSITY
Write, draw, doodle, or journal, to dream about ways God can 
use your life to give, share, and show others you care.

What can I give?

Who can I care for?

What can I share?

God is…

What if….

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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VENTURE TOGETHER
DEEPER LEARNING IN COMMUNITY

LESSON 3

God can do anything, you know — far more than you could 
ever imagine or guess or request in your wildest dreams!  
He does it not by pushing us around but by working within 
us, his Spirit deeply and gently within us. Glory to God in the 
church! Glory to God in the Messiah, in Jesus! Glory down all 
the generations! Glory through all millennia! Oh, yes!

— Ephesians 3:20-21 (MSG)

WILD DREAM TEAMS

Our Team’s Assignment: 

Our Wildest Generosity Dreams:

TOUR STOP #1  •  WHAT IS GENEROSITY?
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I learned:

I will remember:
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my
Gratitude
Journal

This section of your booklet will be used at 
the beginning of each lesson. Turn to the next 

blank page and share your gratitude!
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Write or draw three specific things you’re thankful for today.

Gratitude
Journal

Today’s Date
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